Robert C. Nelson
February 18, 1923 - November 26, 2018

Robert C. Nelson, 95, of Columbus, passed away November 19, 2018, at Columbus
Regional Hospital. Robert was born February 18, 1923 in LaPorte, Indiana, the son of
Joseph N. and Myrtle (Johnson) Nelson. He married Geraldine “Gerry” Smith, who
preceded him in death in 1986 after 39 years of marriage. Robert then married Margaret
E. Thomas Eddelman on October 17, 1992. She survives. Robert was a World War II
Veteran, serving in the U.S. Air Force. After enlisting, he graduated from the U.S. Army
Finance School at Ft. Harrison. He then was assigned to the U.S. Air Force 8th Division
Finance Department, serving 3 years in England. Once discharged, Robert enrolled at
Indiana University, graduating in 1949 with a Bachelor of Science in Business. He worked
in the finance industry, retiring in 1988 as President of the Indiana Bankers Association.
Robert was a member of First Baptist Church for many years, volunteering for many
activities. He was especially proud of his volunteer work with “Score”, mentoring
entrepreneurs in starting and growing their businesses as well as serving on the board of
the organization. Robert was a member of the I.U. Alumni Association, as well as a 50
year member of Kiwanis. The funeral will be at 10:00 a.m. Monday November 26, 2018 at
the Jewell – Rittman Family Funeral Home with Rev. Dan Cash officiating. Calling will be
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sunday and one hour prior to the service Monday. Burial will be at
Oaklawn Memorial Gardens in Indianapolis at 1:30 p.m. Monday. Memorials may be made
to First Baptist Church Foundation. Survivors include his wife Margaret E. Nelson; sons
Richard C. Nelson of Avon and David (Lisa) Nelson of Hastings, Nebraska; as well as
several grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his wife
Geraldine Nelson in 1986; his parents; as well as brothers Gordon and William J. Nelson
Sr.

Comments

“

Dear Rick and Dave and Aunt Margaret, Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to you.
Uncle Bob was such a kind and gracious man. As much as we want to, Jim and I will
not be able to come to his funeral or visitation. Please know that we are thinking of
you at this sad time. Let your memories of him help heal your hearts as I know he
loved you all so very much. Take care.

Sandy & Jim Fear - November 24, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Dave and family, I am so sorry about the passing of your father. I wish I could be
there. Please know I am praying for all of you. Deb Brandt

Deb Brandt - November 23, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to learn of Bob’s passing. I first met Bob in the 1980’s when I was a banker.
Then I was asked to lead the Community Bankers Association prior to the merger
with the IBA. During this process I got to know Bob much better and my respect for
him grew. He was a wonderful man and will be missed by so many. Sorry I am not
attend the visitation as I am in Florida for the winter. God bless you!!

Joe DeHaven - November 22, 2018 at 12:00 AM

