Robert L. Amos
September 27, 1953 - April 3, 2020

Robert Lee “Robbie” Amos, 66, of Columbus, passed away at 9:18 p.m. April 3, 2020, at
Community South Hospital due to Covid-19 complications.
He was born September 27, 1953, to the late Maurice “Dale” and Anne Amos of
Edinburgh. He married Hallie Jo DeBell on January 1, 2009, and she survives.
He graduated high school in 1972 from Leelanau School, a private school, in Glen Arbor,
Michigan. In Robbie’s younger days he was a pilot. He then attended several colleges
before finding his calling in law enforcement.
Robbie served in several different capacities for the Bartholomew County Sheriff’s
Department including patrolman, detective, instructor and sergeant. During his last years
he served as the Sex, Violent, and Child Predator Registrar. Robbie always found
adventure wherever he was assigned during his 38 ½ years serving the public of
Bartholomew County.
He served his country as a National Guardsman Army soldier at Atterbury becoming an
expert cook/chef. He served many meals for the higher ranking officers and events.
Robbie was honorably discharged after serving 24 ½ years service.
After bring forced into retirement, Robbie had a huge void in his life and needed a
purpose. He was invited to be a Reserve Deputy Sheriff of Jennings County, accepting the
position of Sex Offender, Violent Offender, and Child Predator Registrar. At times he would
write grants for the department and worked at the courthouse during his three and onehalf years of service with the department.
Robbie leaves behind some of the finest law enforcement officers he would ever know.
He served as an instructor at I.L.E.A. (Indiana Law Enforcement Academy) where he was
an expert at both driving and shooting a gun. He taught E.V.O.C. (Emergency Vehicle
Operations) and advanced E.V.O.C. He was an expert marksman and firearms instructor;
he also taught how to assess that someone might be under the influence of drugs or

alcohol. Robbie was also an excellent scuba diver and worked with the Search and
Rescue Team.
Robbie was affiliated with the American Red Cross and the Bartholomew County 4-H Fair
Board for several years. He was a Mason from Elizabethtown and a member of Scottish
Rite. He had served as an EMT for a short time and volunteered as a firefighter for a few
years with Columbus Township Volunteer Fire Department. Robbie helped with cooking
the St. Peter’s Christmas day dinner with John Hackman for a multitude of years.
A Celebration of Life will take place at a later date at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church with
inurnment of cremains at Rest Haven Cemetery in Edinburgh with full military honors and
last call by Bartholomew County and Jennings County Sheriff’s Departments.
Arrangements provided by Jewell-Rittman Family Funeral Home.
The family request in lieu of flowers, please make contributions to the Jewell-Rittman
Family Funeral Home, 3855 25th Street, Columbus, IN, 47203, to help with final
expenses.
Survivors include; his wife of 11 years, Hallie; children, Jeremy (Christine) Amos of
Mooresville, Nichole (Benjamin) Scott of Hope and Chris (Gwin) Amos of Columbus;
stepchildren, Casey Ashton of Toronto, Canada, and Caitlyn Douglas of Columbus; all four
sisters, Jackie Amos-Bowen and Debbie Amos-Cook, both of Elk Rapids, Michigan,
Sandy Amos-Freeman of Northbrook, Illinois, and Connie Amos-Carpenter of Des Plaines,
Illinois; and grandchildren, Cameron and Carter Scott, Justin and Cody Amos, Darian
Amos, and twin granddaughters, Amelia and Grayce Douglas. He is also survived by
many nieces, nephews, great-nieces and nephews, and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
We invite everyone to visit the Jewell-Rittman Family Funeral Home website,
www.jewellrittman.com, to view the memorial video for Sheriff Deputy Robbie Amos,
express your condolences and share memories with the family or an individual.

Cemetery
Rest Haven Cemetery
Edinburgh, IN,

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Jewell-Rittman Funeral Home - April 06 at 04:06 PM

“

Robbie was such a great man. He had a heart of gold. Very proud to have worked with him.
He was my Sergeant, Training Officer and friend. I was even able to help him with the
Christmas Dinners he made at the Church! You will be deeply missed! Thank you for your
Dedicated Years of Service! Until we meet again my friend!!!
Michael Ruzicka - April 07 at 02:43 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear of Robbie's death. I worked with Robbie at the Bartholomew Co.
Sheriff's Dept. for many years. He had a heart of gold! I know he will be sadly missed by
many! I hope the family can find some comfort and peace in knowing others care and are
keeping all of you in their thoughts and prayers! Always cherish your wonderful memories!
RIP Dear Friend!
Susan St.John-Walters - April 08 at 12:15 AM

“

I knew Robbie from the Bartholomew Co sheriff dept. Seems like a very long time ago. His
was a very good deputy and will be missed. Bless all
THOMAS PURCELL - April 08 at 11:53 AM

“

It's hard to believe your gone! You were a very good and respectful friend to my Dad.
Now your up in heaven with him and Mom. (Robert D. Miller and Wanda K. Miller)
Robbie, my Dad always told me if I needed any help that you were one of the people
I could go to and talk to about it. I recall you and Ray Simms coming to help me once
when my Dad called because I got in between a man and a woman to stop the man
from doing something stupid because he was drunk and wanted his keys. She
wouldn't let him have them and he was threating her. I had been at that house for a
Halloween party and was leaving with my girls when the woman's 2 girls came out
saying...he's going to hurt my mommy! Well, I got out and went in and got between
them. So, he cracked my jaw instead! I called Dad and I could hardly talk, he was
having trouble understanding me. Dad called you and that's when 2 of the finest
sheriff's come to my rescue! You will be greatly missed my friend! I've listened to your
wife's story online and it broke my heart! God bless her heart! I could feel her hurt,
sadness, pain and grief! May God comfort them threw all this. Good Bye My Friend.

Wanda Miller - April 14 at 09:51 PM

“

We would like to send our sympathies to Robbie's family! He was a great guy &
friend. We grew up together in Edinburgh & I loved the years I spent with his sister
Connie & his mom & dad. It was many years of fun & hospitality from their family.
Robbie was nota great guy & served our area in many ways. He will be greatly
missed!!! Prayers for comfort & peace to his family.
Bill & Nancy Christopher West

Nancy West - April 10 at 02:22 PM

“

Syndy & Randy Perkins lit a candle in memory of Robert L. Amos

Syndy & Randy Perkins - April 09 at 01:28 PM

“

I met Robbie when I served as a Special Deputy, many years ago. While it has been
about 38 years, since I last saw Robbie, the memories are still strong and good. Rob,
defined dedication, when it came to serving others. A normal work schedule was not
important to him. Anytime there was a need, he was there to help and sharing his
many talents - 24/7/365. As Brian Lane noted, Robbie could “push the line…”. I
agree, and usually witnessed it when there was a need to get the something done, in
a timely manner and for the right reasons.
The community has lost a wonderful person. Rest in peace, my friend. And may
peace and comfort be with Robbie’s family and friends.
Chuck Luse

Chuck Luse - April 08 at 12:55 PM

“

The family of Richard Broadwater would like to extend our condolences to Robbie's
family. RIchard was a Special deputy with the Bartholomew County Sheriffs Dept
back many years ago and had some very fond memories of Robbie. RIchard passed
away many months ago. May they both Rest In Peace.

Christy Broadwater - April 08 at 12:30 PM

“

Robbie was a very good friend to all. His love and passion was law enforcement. As
a deputy he served his community with great dedication and selfless sacrifice. He
was always an officer and a gentleman. With his passing Heaven has gained a
dedicated officer to help watch over heaven and earth to help right any injustices that
he sees. Robbie will truly be missed but more importantly remembered for the person
he was as a friend and law enforcement officer he was.
Are deepest smpthy to the Amos family.
REST IN PEACE
DEPUTY ROBBIE AMOS
Mark and Becky
Stewart and family

Mark Stewart - April 07 at 05:00 PM

“

Robbie was such a great man. He had a heart of gold. Very proud to have worked
with him. He was my Sergeant, Training Officer and friend. I was even able to help
him with the Christmas Dinners he made at the Church! You will be deeply missed!
Thank you for your Dedicated Years of Service! Until we meet again my friend!!!

Michael Ruzicka - April 07 at 02:56 PM

“

Patricia Hecox lit a candle in memory of Robert L. Amos

Patricia Hecox - April 07 at 02:33 PM

“

My heart hurts for Jackie, Sandy, Debbie and Connie and Robbie’s entire family! My
parents, my brothers and myself were very close family friends to all of the Amoses as we
grew up together. Robbie was like another brother to me. I am so very sad! I am certain
Rob has reunited with Anne and Dale Amos, his dear parents, once again. Fly high,
Robbie, on angels wings. Love, Pat Kail Hecox
Patricia - April 07 at 02:48 PM

“

Please call me Connie..
317-654-8525
Pat Kail Hecox
Patricia - April 07 at 02:50 PM

“

My mother, Marilyn Kail, has asked me to reach out to the family through this comment. Her
heart is so very saddened by the loss of Robbie. She too would love to connect to one of
the Amos sisters by phone at
317-873-1875. Pat (Kail) Hecox
Patricia - April 08 at 11:21 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss! Rob will truly missed! Greg and Liz Barriger

Elizabeth Barriger - April 07 at 12:47 PM

“

so sorry for the loss of good friend of our family , the nicest guy who went out of his
way to help others !

charles armuth - April 07 at 10:54 AM

“

I was honored to have served with Rob at Camp Atterbury for a number of years
where he served as one of our unit cooks. He was always a gentleman and pleasant
to work with, As a now retired Marion Co. Deputy we often discussed law
enforcement and told tall tales of our escapades. He will definitely be missed by all
who knew him. I seem to recall some referring to him... respectfully... as Teddy Bear.
Rest in Peace you've served your time here well.

Dennis Hammer - April 07 at 02:09 AM

“

Knew Robby from childhood in Edinburgh and then as a fellow Deputy Sheriff. Great
man and friend. Will be missed. He was always a joy to be around and could always
make you smile.
Former Johnson Co. Sheriff and retired deputy Tom Pritchard and Retired Deputy
Sheriff and Former Edinburgh Assistant Chief of Police Connie Pritchard

Thomas Pritchard - April 06 at 11:36 PM

“

Our hearts and prayers are with your entire family during this extremely difficult time.
My husband and I both grew up with Nikki and I briefly worked with her older brother
as well while building sets on stage crew. I cant begin to imagine your sadness but
we will be praying for your family today and in the coming days. With much love, Eric
and Tara VanEst

Eric and Tara VanEst - April 06 at 09:29 PM

“

I am so very heart-broken. My prayers are with his family, friends, and fellow L.E.O.
during this time.
For those that do not know my connection to Robbie, my uncle, Jim McKinney, was
the Sheriff of Bartholomew County that hired Robbie as a deputy so many years ago.
Robbie was such a sweet, loveable, fun guy and he was like an extra uncle to my
cousin and me since we both grew up spending countless hours at the Old L.E.B.
and around the deputies of the B.C.S.D. for most of our childhood. Robbie was there
for both Matt and me after one of the worst times in my entire life - the tragic deaths
of Jim and Nancy. It was a TRUE honor to ride with Robbie in the procession to the
cemetary and hear the final dispatches for Jim and Nancy. He was such a comfort
when I needed one the most. That's what Robbie ALWAYS did - he gave of himself
to help his brothers and sisters in a time of need. There is no doubt in my mind that
he would give you the shirt off his back even if it was the last shirt he owned.
Robbie was one to occasionally push the line when it came to playing by the rules and that was just another special part of who Robbie was and what made him so
special. Regardless, there was no one I've ever met with a bigger heart than Robbie
Amos. In fact, when I was VERY young, I had the honor and privilege of being the
ring-bearer at his first wedding which I still remember to this day. I'm sure Robbie is
somewhere causing mischief and brightening others with his infectious smile and
HUGE heart.
Rest well my friend. You will be sorely missed as you give your final 10-42.
Fondly,
Brian Lane

Brian Lane - April 06 at 09:01 PM

“

Brian that is an awesome remembrance..
Susan J Barker - April 06 at 10:04 PM

“

My heart goes out to Jeremy and his family. I knew his father growing up and going
through the Explorer Scout program at the Sheriff's Department. I always admired
and had a lot of respect for Deputy Amos. He taught me a lot about law enforcement.
He was a great man! God bless the family during this difficult time.

Mindy Graby - April 06 at 08:59 PM

“

Robbie was truly one of a kind! He would help anyone at any time. Many years ago
when I was scoutmaster, Robbie’s two boys Jeremy and Chris were in the troop.
When we went on hikes, weekend campouts and summer camps, Robbie was
always there willing to help drive, be the second or third adult present at outings and
help in any and every way numerous times for the troop. Years later after his boys
and my boys aged into adults, whenever I infrequently saw Robbie he would always
ask about my sons and how and what they were doing. Robbie was such a caring
person and will be missed by all who knew him. Time to rest big fellow!
Dave Shaffer

Dave Shaffer - April 06 at 08:23 PM

“

So sad to hear of this. Please know that my family is lifting you all up in prayer at this
most difficult time. Growing up Robbie was such a big part of my life. I can remember
many times of adventure riding along in his sheriffs car as we were in route to meet
my dad. Sometimes more faster than others . He was so kind hearted and
generous. Always giving everything to any cause or person he had the opportunity to
impact. I fondly remember him referring to my parents as “Mom and Dad”. Robbie
was there for me when they died many years ago and his compassion and comfort
will always have a special place in my heart. He was giant among men, one of the
most tender hearted people you could ever hope to know, a devoted father, and a
great friend. I’ll miss you Robbie.
Matt McKinney

Matt McKinney - April 06 at 07:34 PM

“

I work with Robbie in the military days dear friend and colleague Rest In Peace my
friend.

Charlie Do - April 06 at 07:02 PM

“

“

It was always fun as a young kid running around on base and running into Charlie
Jeremy - April 14 at 09:16 AM

Vicki Larrison lit a candle in memory of Robert L. Amos

Vicki Larrison - April 06 at 06:55 PM

“

Rob was a True Friend to me and our family. So sorry for your loss.

Larry Shehan - April 06 at 06:12 PM

